
Tom Hungerford is No. 6 of 8 emerging artists at CULTURE AT WORK in 2015
Tom Hungerford is an artist who works with sound. His art+science residency project transforms the 
Accelerator gallery into an interactive acoustic installation. The exhibition explores his interest in 
psychoacoustics (the perception of sound) and a life-long fascination with echoes, emanating from 
childhood.  It also embodies Tom's overarching interest in bigger issues - in existential acuity - to re-
frame and sharpen our understanding of our 'place in space'. Tom has been exploring the site over 
several weeks. Scientific insight has been provided by Dr Densil Cabrera, Director of the Acoustic 
Lab, Faculty of Architecture at University of Sydney. Ivana Jirasek has curated the project and 
exhibition as part of the residency program at CULTURE AT WORK in June 2015.  

The emerging artist program is supported by State Street to assist artists towards professional 
development in the arts sector. 
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ARTIST STATEMENT

The human ear is not just a receiver of sound but a complex auditory spatial awareness system. 
Your ability to hear informs you of the size and material qualities of a space. The time it takes for 
sounds to reflect off surfaces and reverberate, changes in different environments whether interior, 
exterior, man-made or organic. All these peculiar nuances of the individual acoustic properties of 
different spaces gives a wealth of perceptual information. 

As part of Culture at Work's emerging artist residency program I have created an interactive audio 
installation that attempts to transport a viewer's auditory spatial senses out of the 'background-
static' of everyday experience and into their conscious awareness. 

Using the existing gallery space, a series of hidden contact microphones have been placed 
strategically under the floorboards. These microphones amplify the viewer-generated sounds of 
footsteps as well as the faint creaking sounds unique to the heritage vintage of the timber boards. 
The sounds are then manipulated and processed via digital audio-effects software.

As a viewer physically moves through the gallery space, they hear their footsteps, but the sound of 
each step is altered in unusual ways. Some footsteps take on a cavernous echo, while others 
move in and out of phase. This spacious reverberant quality of the sound is something that would 
occur naturally in a much larger interior space, or possibly in an underground cave. The viewer 
experiences an odd dislocation between their auditory and visual senses, and is consciously 
forced to not only 'see space' but 'hear space'.
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CURATOR'S STATEMENT

The inclusion of sound in contemporary arts culture is very much a phenomenon of the 20th 
century, as the impact of industry and technology manifested in creativity. One of its early 
proponents was Italian Futurist painter and composer Luigo Russolo, who found melodic music 
too confining. His manifesto, 'The Art of Noises' (1913), lay the ground work for new genres. 
Sound art evolved substantially as an artform, often in multi-disciplinary formats with film, 
installation and performance art. 

Almost a century after Russolo's pioneering work, a healthy contingent of Australian sound artists 
were active, with a selection represented in Sound in Space - Adventures in Australian Sound Art, 
a survey show at Sydney's Museum of Contemporary Art (1995). It featured Dr Densil Cabrera, the 
current Director of Sydney University's Acoustic Lab, who Tom consulted for this project, and who 
provided access to resources including the anechoic (echo-free) chamber where Tom had the 
opportunity to experience a total absence of sound.

Ear to the Ground plays with raw incidental sound within a small and empty gallery space - notably 
the sound made by those who enter - so footsteps on the wooden floor and voices are starkly 
magnified, delayed and distorted through hidden microphones and mixing desk, and transmitted 
back to the occupants via speakers. They have the option to respond and play with the 
possibilities of their live audio loop: a 'sonic-selfie' of sorts. 

Ear to the Ground subverts our expectations and serves as a powerful reminder that we construct 
meanings with what we hear, as much as we construct meanings with what we see. Nothing is 'on 
show' in the gallery, except the soundscape that is generated simply by the entry of viewers, 
loudly affirming that that is exactly where they are, and confronting them with what they sound like: 
a creative exercise in sensory calibration. 
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exhibition dates

Sat	  27	  June	  -‐	  Sun	  5	  July	  11am-‐4pm	  
ACCELERATOR GALLERY  6 SCOTT ST PYRMONT NSW 2009  www.cultureatwork.com.au

opening drinks

Tue	  30	  Jun	  6-‐8pm	  
public talk

Sun	  5	  July	  2.30pm

TOM HUNGERFORD Curriculum Vitae
Selcted Exhibitions, Performances & Residencies
2015  Ear to the Ground Accelerator Gallery, CULTURE AT WORK
2015  One Continually Changing Apocalypse, Archive Space, Newtown (solo)
2015  Recently Historic: Australian Electronic Art in Western Sydney#2, Gaffa, Surry Hills
2014  Contemporary's Contemporaries, Museum of Contemporary Art Staff Show
2014  Machines of Permission, Sleepers Awake Festival
2014  VOID, Live performance at Agar Dish, Intersect Arts, Darlinghurst (solo)
2012  Shamanic Organic, Nextwave Festival 2012, Melbourne
2012  Gunyah Artist in Residence program, Port Stephens, NSW
2009  Breathing Space, Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, NSW
          Sydney unless stated otherwise
Education
2009-10  Master of Teaching (Secondary), University of Western Sydney
2008-09  Bachelor of Fine Arts (Hons), University of Sydney 
2005-07  Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Western Sydney 
2004–05  Audio Engineering Certificate III, TAFE 
Professional Experience-Technical and Visitor Services:
Museum of Contemporary Art
ArtSpace
Venice Biennale 2015
Cambelltown Art Centre
Firstdraft Gallery
Sydney Film Festival
Experimental Art Foundation
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